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“No matter how busy you may think you are, you 

must find time for reading, or surrender yourself to 

self-chosen ignorance.” Confucius 
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S3- S4 PERSONAL READING 

 
♦ The recommended age for any text is intended only as a guideline. 
 

♦ In general only one book by the author is listed. Remember, there may be several 
other suitable books by the same author also on the shelves. 

 

♦ All titles are categorised by genre. Sometimes abbreviations have been used, see 
below : 

 

 

F&F = Friends and Family 

 

P.R = Personal Relationships  S.F = Science Fiction 

 

S.I = Social Issues    S.S = Short Stories 

 

Adv. = Adventure    Hist. = Historical 

 

WW1 = World War 1    WW2 = World War 2 

 

♦ Any non-fiction titles have also been given their Dewey number. 
 

 

A 
 

13+ Abdel-Fattah, R. Does My Head Look Big in This?  Teenagers / Islam 

14+ Douglas Adams HitchHikers Guide...Galaxy  S.F 

15+ Richard Adams Watership Down   Animals  

15+ Mitch Albom  Five People You Meet in Heaven Death 

15+ Monica Ali  Brick Lane    Marriage / Racial  

Identity 

14+ Judy Allen  Dream Thing    Mental Illness 

14+ Allen-Gray, Alison Unique    Clones 

15+ Virginia Andrews Flowers in the Attic   P.R 

14+ Charles Ashton Dragon Fire    Fantasy 

14+ Ros Asquith  Love, Fifteen    Humour / P.R. 
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B 

15+ Nicholson Baker Everlasting Story of Nory  Childhood 

15+ Kirsten Bakis  Lives of the Monster Dogs  Dogs / Fantasy 

15+ Iain Banks  Espedair Street   Music 

16+ Sonny Barger  Hells Angel    Autobiography /  

Hells Angels  /  

Non-Fiction - 920.71 

15+  Colin Bateman Mohammed Maguire   Humour  / Thriller 

13+ Tom Becker  Darkside    Horror 

13+ David Belbin  Love Lessons    Romance / School 

13+ Julia Bell  Massive    Weight  

15+ Richard Belsky Playing Dead    Thriller 

15+ Jessica Berens The Highwayman   Humour / P.R. 

14+ Bruce Bethke  Headcrash    S.F / Humour 

15+ Christopher Bigsby Beautiful Dreamer   Race 

13+ Malorie Blackman Tell Me No Lies   Thriller 

15+ Dennis Bock  The Ash Garden   WW2 / P.R. 

13+ Tim Bowler  Storm Catchers   Thriller 

13+ Theresa Breslin Divided City    Sectarian Violence 

15+  Gene Brewer  K-Pax     S.F. / Mental  

Illness 

15+ C.  Brookmyre Quite Ugly One Morning  Thriller / Humour 

15+  Geraldine Brooks Year of Wonders   Hist. / Plague 

14+ Kevin Brooks  Candy     Drugs / Romance 

15+ Dan Brown  Da Vinci Code   Thriller 

15+ Bill Bryson  Down Under    Travel / Humour /  

Australia  / 

          Non-Fiction - 919.4 

14+ Melvin Burgess  Junk     Drugs / S.I 
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C 

13+ J. B. Calchman Vampire Heart   Romance / Vampires 

14+ Kate Cann  Breaking Up    Divorce / Romance 

15+ Anthony Capella Various Flavours of Coffee  Suffragettes / Hist.  

14+ Orson Scott Card Alvin the Maker and sequels Fantasy 

13+ Dean V. Carter Hunting Season   Horror 

13+ Anne Cassidy  Looking for JJ   Child Crime 

13+ P. C. Cast  House of Night series  Paranormal 

14+ Pauline Chandler Dark Thread    Death 

15+ Tracy Chevalier Falling Angels   Suffragettes 

14+ Cassandra Clare Mortal Instruments series  Paranormal 

14+ Emily Colas  Just Checking   Autobiography /  

Mental Illness / OCD  

Non-Fiction - 920.72 

13+ Suzanne Collins The Hunger Games   Thriller 

14+ Robin Cook  Mortal Fear    Thriller 

15+ Patricia Cornwell Cruel and Unusual   Crime 

13+ Joe Craig  Jimmy Coats; Killer   Thriller 

15+ Michael Crichton Rising Sun    Thriller 

 

D 

15+ Jeffrey Deaver The Twelfth Card   Crime 

15+ Margaret Dickinson Suffragette Girl   WW1 / Suffragettes 

15+ Chitra Divakaruni Mistress of the Spices  Romance / Mysticism 

15+  Stephen Donaldson  Illearth Trilogy   Fantasy 

15+ Jenny Downham Before I Die    Life / Death 

15+ Roddy Doyle  The Van    Humour / P.R 

15+ Helen Dunmore A Spell of Winter   P.R / Families 

13+ Alan Durant  Blood     Thriller / Murder 

13+ Alex Duval  Bloodlust    Vampires 
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E / F 

15+ Ben Elton  Dead Famous    Reality TV / Humour 

15+ Laura Esquivel Like Water for Chocolate  Romance 

15+ Nicholas Evans Horse Whisperer   Horses / Romance 

14+ Helen Fielding  Bridget Jones’s Diary  Humour / P.R 

15+ Bill Fitzhugh  Pest Control    Thriller 

15+ Giles Foden  Last King of Scotland  Thriller / Uganda  

15+ Sarah Ford  One Up; A Woman With the SAS Non-Fiction  - 355.3 

13+ Catherine Forde Fat Boy Swim    P.R. 

15+ Frederick Forsyth The Day of the Jackal  Thriller 

15+ Nigel Foster  The Making of a Royal Marines  

Commando    Non-Fiction - 355.3 

15+ Kinky Friedman Armadillos and Old Lace  Crime / Humour 

13+ Cornelia Funke Inkheart    Fantasy 

 

 

G 

14+ Jostein Gaarder Through a Glass Darkly  Death 

15+ Janice Galloway Blood     S.S 

14+ Jack Gantos  Hole in My Life   Crime  / Non-Fiction  

– 920.71 

13+ Nick Gifford  Piggies    Vampires 

13+ Sandra Glover Spiked     Teenage Drinking 

14+ Rob Grant  Red Dwarf    Humour / S.F 

13+ Keith Gray  Warehouse    Thriller 

15+ Julie Gregory  Sickened    Autobiog. / Non- 

Fiction - 920.71 

15+ Colin Greenland Harm’s Way    S.F 

15+ John Grisham The Client / The Pelican Brief Thriller 
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H 

14+ Mark Hadden  The Curious Incident of the    

Dog in the Night Time    Mystery / Family 

 

15+ Joanne Harris Five Quarters of the Orange  P.R. / WW2 

13+ M.G. Harris  Invisible City    Thriller 

15+ Robert Harris  Fatherland    Thriller / Crime 

15+ Thomas Harris Black Sunday    Thriller 

14+ Kim Harrison  Dead Witch Walking   Paranormal 

15+ Jemma Harvey Kissing Toads    Humour / Romance 

14+ Esther Hautzig Endless Steppe   Autobiography /  

Prisoners of War / 

Non-Fiction - 940.53 

 

15+ Haven, Tom de It’s Superman   Superheroes 

14+ Lian Hearn  Across the Nightingale Floor Japan / Adventure 

13+ Carol Hedges  Red Velvet    Mystery 

15+ Joseph Heller  Catch 22    War / Humour 

15+ Frank Herbert Dune series    S.F 

16+ Enrique de Herez Lies     Lies / Families 

13+ Charlie Higson Silverfin    Thriller/ Spying 

14+ Stuart Hill  Cry of the Icemark   Fantasy 

13+ Mary Hooper  Megan trilogy    Teenage Pregnancy 

15+ Marya Hornbacher Wasted    Biog.  / Anorexia /  

Non-Fiction – 616.85 

15+ Nick Hornby  Fever Pitch    Football 

15+ Terry Houston The Wounded Stone   Thriller / Scottish 

15+ Chris Hulme  Manslaughter United  Football / Prison  / 

        Non-Fiction - 796.33 



KRY 07/10 

I / J / K 

15+ John Irving  Cider House Rules   Abortion 

15+ P.D James  Children of Men   S.I / S.F 

15+ Liz Jensen  Ninth Life of Louis Drax  Family Secrets 

14+ Catherine Jinks Reformed Vampire Support Group  Vampires 

15+ Jennifer Johnson How Many Miles to Babylon? WW1 

15+ Nick Johnstone A Head Full of Blue   Alcoholism /  

Non-Fiction  - 613.8 

15+ Belinda Jones  On the Road to Mr. Right  Romance / Humour  

15+ Hilary Jordan  Mudbound    Racism / P.R. 

13+ Sherryl Jordan The Raging Quiet   Prejudice / Romance 

13+ Graham Joyce TWOC     Joyriding 

13+ Reinhardt Jung Dreaming in Black and White Nazism 

15+ Jackie Kay  Trumpet    Music / Families 

13+ Brian Keaney  Bitter Fruit    Families / Death /  

Secrets 

13+ Gene Kemp  Rebel Rebel    S.S / Women 

15+ Thomas Keneally Schindler’s List   Holocaust  

15+ Philip Kerr  Gridiron    Thriller 

15+ Ken Kesey  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest Humour  / Mental  

Illness  

15+ Daniel Keyes  Flowers for Algernon   S.I / Disability 

15+ Yasmina Khadra The Attack    Suicide Bombing 

15+ John King  Football Factory   Football Violence 

15+ Barbara Kingsolver Poisonwood Bible   Families / Africa 

15+ Chris Kitch  Pavement for My Pillow  Biography / Drugs /  

Non-Fiction - 613.8 

13+ David Klass  You Don’t Know Me   Families 

13+ A.C. Klause  The Silver Kiss   Vampires / Romance 

14+ Ron Koertge  Stoner and Spaz   Drugs / Disability /  

Romance 

15+ Dorothy Koomson My Best Friend’s Girl  Friendship /  

Betrayal 
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13+ Irina Korschunow A Night in Distant Motion  Love / War 

15+ Elizabeth Kostova The Historian    Vampires 

15+ Hari Kunzru  The Impressionist   Identity 

 

 

L 

13+ M. de Larrabeiti   The Borribles Trilogy  Adventure / Fantasy 

16+ Nella Larson  Passing    Race 

15+ Evelyn Lau  Diary of a Street Kid   Autobiog. – Non- 

Fiction - 363.5 

14+ Ian Lawrence  Lord of the Nutcracker Men  War 

13+ Michael Lawrence Aldous Lexicon series  Mystery 

15+ Martin Leimbach Daniel isn’t Talking   Autism 

15+ Marina Lewycka Short History of Tractors in  

Ukrainian    Families / Humour 

16+ J. A. Lindqvist Let the Right One In   Vampires 

15+ Gillian Linscott Dance on Blood   Crime / Suffragettes 

13+ Chris Lynch  Who the Man    Bullying 

 

 

Mc / Mac / M 

15+ Stuart MacBride Cold Granite    Crime / Aberdeen 

14+ P. McCormick  Cut     Self-harm  

15+ E. McCracken   The Giant’s House   Romance 

15+ Ian McEwan  Atonement    War / Romance 

14+ Anthony McGowan Henry Tumour   Humour / Families/  

Cancer 

15+ Alistair MacLean Guns of Navarone   War 

15+ Andy McNab  Bravo Two Zero   SAS / Non-fiction  

- 355.4 

13+ Cliff McNish  Doomspell Trilogy   Fantasy 

14+ Graham Marks Zoo     Thriller 
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15+ George R.R Martin Fevre Dream    Vampires 

15+ Valerie Martin Property    Racism / Slavery 

15+ Daphne du Maurier Jamaica Inn / Rebecca  P.R 

13+ Valerie Mendes Girl in the Attic   Mystery 

13+ Stephanie Meyer Twilight    Vampires / Romance 

15+ Sam Mills  A Nicer Way to Die   Thriller 

15+ Jacquelyn Mitchard Cage of Stars    Guilt / Crime 

16+ Moni Mohsin  End of Innocence   F&F 

15+ Richard Morgan Altered Carbon   S.F.  

14+ Kate Morgentroth Framed    Thriller 

14+ Michael Morpurgo Private Peaceful   WW1 / P.R. 

15+ Kate Muir  Suffragette City   Humour / Ghosts 

 

  

N / O 

14+ Linda Newbery The Shell House   Love 

15+ Bao Ninh  The Sorrows of War   Vietnam War 

13+ Garth Nix  Sabriel & sequels   Fantasy 

15+ Robert O’Connor Buffalo Soldiers   Army Life 

15+ Michael Ondaatje The English Patient   Love / War 

13+ Doris Orgel  The Devil in Vienna   Racism / Fascism 

 

 

P / Q 

14+ Terri Paddock Come Clean    Drugs / Teenagers  

14+ Jan Page  Drummer    Music 

13+ Christopher Paolini Eragon    Fantasy / Dragons 

14+ Adele Parks  Game Over    Romance 

14+ Mal Peet  Tamar     WW2 

15+ Caryl Philips  Crossing the River   Race 



KRY 07/10 

15+ Jodie Picoult  My Sister’s Keeper   Designer Babies 

13+ Caroline Pitcher 11 O’Clock Chocolate Cake  Friendship 

15+ Alexandra Potter Be Careful What You Wish For Romance 

15+ Mark Powell  Box     P.R. / S.I.  

15+ Tim Powers  Anubis Gates    Fantasy 

14+ Terry Pratchett Pyramids    Fantasy / Humour  

14+ Susan Price  Sterkarm Handshake  Adventure / Fantasy 

13+ Philip Pullman Northern Lights   Fantasy 

 

R 

15+ Aaron Ralston Between a Rock and a Hard Place   Survival/  

Non-Fiction - 796.5 

13+ Celia Rees  Pirates    Hist. Adv /  

Friendship 

15+ Kathy Reichs  Deadly Decisions   Murder 

15+ Matthew Reilly Area 7     Thriller 

15+ Erich M. Remarque All Quiet on the Western Front War 

15+ Anne Rice  Interview With the Vampire Vampires 

13+ Justin Richards The Parliament of Blood  Vampires 

14+ James Riordan When the Guns Fell Silent  WWI 

13+ Sebastian Rook Vampire Plagues   Vampires 

14+ Malcolm Rose  Bloodline / Clone   Thriller 

13+ Rosie Rushton Just Don’t Make a Scene Mum! Humour 

    Last Seen Wearing Trainers Thriller 

14+ Chris Ryan  The One That Got Away  S.A.S /  

Non-Fiction - 355.4 

 

S 

15+ Tony Saint  Refusal Shoes    Humour / Thriller /  

Immigration  

15+ Kevin Sampson Awaydays    Football Violence 

15+ Shamin Sarif  Despite the Falling Snow  Mystery 
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15+ Alice Sebold  Lovely Bones    Murder / Friendship 

15+ Diane Setterfield The Thirteenth Tale   Mystery / Families 

 

15+ Siba Shakib  Afghanistan, Where God Only  Autobiography /  

Comes to Weep   Non-fiction - 915.81 

13+ Sarah Singleton Century    Fantasy 

15+ Curtis Sittenfield Prep     School / P.R.  

13+ A. G. Smith  Furnace    Thriller 

13+ L. J. Smith  Night World     Paranormal 

15+ Michael M. Smith Only Forward /Spares /One of Us Weird  / S.F 

15+ Alan Spence  Way to Go    Death 

13+ Paul Stewart  Beyond the Deepwoods  Fantasy 

13+ Jonathan Stroud Amulet of Samarkand  Fantasy 

13+ David Sutherland A Black Hole in Neasden  S.F. / Humour 

15+ William Sutcliffe Are You Experienced?  Humour /Travel /P.R 

13+ Robert Swindells  Wrecked    Teenage Drinking 

 

 

T U / V  

15+ Amy Tan  The Kitchen God’s Wife  P.R 

16+ Wallace Thurman The Blacker the Berry  Race 

15+ J.R.R Tolkien  Lord of the Rings   Fantasy 

14+ Sue Townsend The Queen and I   S.I / Humour 

14+ Terry Trueman Stuck in Neutral   Disability 

15+ Jonathan Trigell Boy A     Crime / Guilt 

16+ Dalton Trumbo Johnny Got his Gun   WW1 

15+ Scott Turow  Ordinary Heroes   War 

13+ Jean Ure  Bad Alice    Friendship 

15+ Jack Vance  Lyonesse Trilogy   Fantasy 

14+ Tatiana Vassilieva Hostage to War   Prisoner of War /  

Non-Fiction - 940.53 

13+ A. M. Vrettos  Skin     Anorexia 
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W / X / Y/ Z 

13+ Mark Walden  HIVE     Thriller 

15+ Freda Warrington  A Taste of Blood Wine  Vampires 

14+ Daniel Waters Generation Dead   Paranormal 

15+ Sarah Waters  Affinity    Spiritualism /  

Romance 

13+ James Watson Where Nobody Sees   Thriller 

13+ Jean Webster  Daddy Long-Legs   P.R 

13+ Sue Welford  Nowhere to Run   Teenage Pregnancy 

15+ H.G Wells  The Time Machine   S.F 

13+ Robert Westall Blitzcat    War / Cats 

13+ Chris Westwood Personal Effects   Horror 

13+ Suzanne Weyn Bar Code Tattoo   Identity /  

Individuality 

13+ Chris Wooding Poison / Alaizabel Cray  Fantasy 

15+ John Wyndham The Day of the Triffids  S.F 

14+ Louisa Young  Baby Love    P.R. 


